Organising your notes for your research­ based essay to identify common themes
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[image: ]The Goal of your research­ based essay is to:
· Rationalise the significance of a problem
· Enhance and acquire the subject vocabulary
· Relate ideas and theory to practice
· Identify methodologies and techniques that have been used
· Describe the relationship of each work to the others under
consideration►

Place each work in the context of its contribution to the understanding of the topic area under review►

Synthesise and gain a new perspective
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Description automatically generated]A 'good' research-based essay......►

is a synthesis of available research is a critical evaluation►
►

has appropriate breadth and depth►

has clarity and conciseness►

uses rigorous and consistent methods

A 'poor' research-based essay .....►
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Description automatically generated]is an annotated bibliography is confined to description►
►

is narrow and shallow►

is confusing and longwinded►

is constructed in an arbitrary way
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A good research-based essay review:

Explains the relevance of material you use and cite:
· it is important to show you know what other authors
have written on your topic►

it does not simply restate what others have said


It explains what the information you present means in relation to your topic:
· is there a relevant connection between the information
and the corresponding argument, or point you are
making about the literature? What is it?►

why is it necessary to include this piece of information?
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How do I organise my notes for my literature review? - 1
Identify major trends or patterns:
As you re ad a range of articles on your topic, you should make note of trends and patterns over time as reported in the lit erature. This step helps you make sense of what you read, since these patterns and trends may not be im mediately obvious but become apparent to you after reviewing numerous art icles.

Identify relationships among studies:
Note relationships among studies, such as which led to subsequent research in the same area. You may notice that studies fall into distinct categories (that you see emerging or that are already discussed in the literat ure). Keep notes so that youcan address these relationships in your assign m en t and discuss relevant studies using these categories as a framework.
5

How do I organise my notes for my research­ baed essay? - 2
[image: A cat lying on a couch

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]As you read widely but selectively in your topic area you made notes and considered what themes or issues connected your sources together.
· Do	they present one or different solutions?
· Do	they reveal a trend in the field?
· Do	they reveal a raging debate?
· What were the most important topics, subtopics, etc., that
your research-based essay needs to include?►

In	what order should you present them?
· O.  rganise your review around two or three of these of these
issues
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Outline structure for your research-based essay
When you have made all your notes, identified patterns, and labeled your sub-topics it  is time to outline the structure of your assignment : Introduction & background: sets out the size and context of the assignment
topic (~ 300-400words)►

Sub-topic 1 ( 2 sub-topics x ~600-700 words)
idea 1	( 3 sub-topics x ~ 400-500 words)
idea 2►

Sub-topic 2
idea 1
idea 2►

Sub-topic 3 ?
idea 1
idea 2
Discussion: draws together the main ideas/arguments presented in the body of the assignment . (~ 300-400 words)

References: APA 7t h Format
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